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Geneſis xviii. 19. 
For I know him, that he avill command his Children 
ond his Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the 
Way of the LORD to do Juſtice and Judgment; 
that the LORD may bring upon Abraham, that 
wohich he hath ſpoken of him. | 


* 


E are here aſſembled to implore Go p's Bleſſing 
upon the pious and charitable Deſigns of this So- 
cicty ; that their Hands may be ſtrengthned, and 
their Endeavours directed to the Attainment of 
the great Ends propos'd, the Advancement of 
Gov's Glory, and the Benefit of Mankind. 
The Means neceſſary to theſe Ends are ſuggeſt- 
=) cd by the Words of my Text: For what was it 
| : that thus recommended Abraham to G ov's Fa- 
vour, and gain'd this Teſtimony of his Approbation? It was his Care 
to promote the Knowledge and Practice of true Religion and Virtue ;' 
« by commanding his Children and his Houſbold after him to keep the 
ay of the LORD, to do Fuflice and Fudgment”. Thus he ex- 
preſs d his Zeal for the Glory of G op, and Good of his Poſterity; 
and obtain'd the promis'd Bleſſings ; and by his Example has taught 
us the Efficacy. of ſuch Virtues to render our Services acceptable to 
Goo, to ſanctifie and proſper any 1 1 of human Poliey. w 
| 8 2 | e 


. 


4 ) 

We find the Patriarch in Scripture on all Accounts recommendec! 
to our Imitation as the great and general Pattern of Faith and Obe- 
dience: But this Inſtance of his publick-ſpirited Virtue, recorded in 
my Text, does in a more ſpecial Manner deſerve our Regard, as the 
Exerciſe of it becomes more peculiarly neceſſary in our preſent Si- 
tuation. The Hiſtory of Abraham exhibits to us many inſtructive 
Leſſons; many Circumſtances applicable to the Occaſion of the pre- 
ſent Solemnity : We have before us at once an. eaſy Rule, and a 
powerful Motive of Action ; the Example of his Piety tor our Di- 
rection, and his Reward for our Encouragement. 


For I know him, that he will command his Children and his Houſbold 

4 after him, and they ſhall keep the Way of the LORD, to do 

” } tice and Judgment, that the LO RD may bring upou Abra- 
ham, that which he hath ſpoken of him.” 


By Keeping the Way of the LORD, is to be underſtood principally 
a ſteady * Fawn to the Worſhip of the true Gov, in b poſition 
to the Impiety of other Nations, who had almoſt univerſally devi- 
ated into Idolatry. And the following Clauſe, according to the 
natural Import of the Words, includes all Inftances of commutative 
and diſtributive Juſtice. Upon the whole, we may conſider the 
Text as cxhibiting and recommending in general our Duty toward 
Go p, and our Neighbour; all thoſe religious and {ſocial Virtues, 
which were ſo exemplarily diſplay'd in the Patriarch's Behaviour, 
As to the Extent of the Duty, with Regard to thoſe who are to 
receive Inſtruction, theſe are primarily our Children and Servants, the 
Members of a private Family; but in a larger Senſe, and by Parity 
of Reaſon, all thoſe who are any Ways under our Authority, or for 
whoſe Intereſt. we are any ways concern d. With Regard to- thoſe 
who are to adminifier Inſtruction, the Duty belongs-primarily to Fa- 
thers, and Maſters of a private Family; but by Parity of Reaſon 
extends alſo. to the Father of united Families, the Governor of 
the People; in ſhort, to all who are endow'd with Authority and 
Capacity to become. the Inſtruments of this common Benefit. | 
With Regard to the Motive enforcing the Practice of the Duty, 
and' ie re in the laſt Clauſe of my Text. This in the Caſe of 
the Patriarch was indeed very ee hr He was diſtinguiſh'd by 
Bleſſings, as ſingular and uncommon, as was his Picty ; Bleſtings both 
temporal and ſpiritual; Bleſſings perſonal, univerſal, perpetual. 
Arabam ſball for become a great and migbiy Nation; and _ the 
| 7? Motion 


91 
Nations of the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him, Vet in an ordinary Way 
the Inheritance of the Promiſe proportionably belongs to the Chil- 
dren of Abraham, according tay the Meaſure of their Faith, or the 
reſpeCtive Degrees of their Piety: And accordingly we may extend 
the Application of the Clauſe to our /elves, as encouraging our Zeal 
for promoting the Knowledge and Practice of Religion and Virtue, 
from the Conſideration of their beneficial Effects; as they are both 


the natural and inſtituted Means requiſite to promote the public 


Good, and procure the divine Favour. 

The general Doctrine then contain'd in my Text is the Duty and 
Reward of propagating ao of Religion and Virtue: And this 
might be prov'd at large by Variety of Arguments, drawn both from 
the Reaſons of Things, and the Tenor of the divine Diſpenſations: 
But at preſent I ſhall beg Leave to confine myſelf to one ſingle 
Point of View, and only conſider the Doctrine of my Text as exem- 


pliſſed in the Patriarch's Behaviour. The Hiſtory of Abraham is the 


beſt Illuſtration of the Duty. 


I. I ſhall accordingly conſider him as the Leader of a wandring 
Colony, as a Maſter of a numerous e and in this Capacity 
exrefal colpromote the Knowledge and Practice of true Religion and 
Virtue. 


II. From whence I ſhall in the ſecond Place take Occaſion to conſider. 
the beneficial Influence of that religious Care ſo much approved and 
rewarded by Gop; or, in other Words, the extenſive Propaga- 
tion of Abraham's Religion. | Ie | 


III. I ſhall in the laſt Place occaſionally make an Application of the 
more remarkable Circumſtances in his Hiſtory to our preſent Pur- 
PO ©. | , i ** 


That there ſhould be ſome extraordinary Perſons in ſeveral Periods + 


of Time rais d up to preſerve or reſtore a due Senſe of Religion, is 
very agreeable to the Reaſon of Things, and the ordinary Courſe of 
Gop's Providence, To this end was Abrabam in an eſpecial Manner 


call'd out from his Country, his Kindred, and his Father's Houſe 


into a Land diſtant, and unknown, The Apoftle tells us, that by Faith- 


Abraham being call d, obey'd. Now, if the Faith here mention d be 
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an Habit of the Mind gradually acquir'd, from hence we may pro- 
| bably conclude, that Before his Call he was eminent for his Piety ; 
walking before Gon, upright and perfect in the Obſervance of Pa- 
triarchal traditionary Religion. *T was his Glory to have ſtood ſin- 
gular in his Integrity, and undefil'd amidſt the general Corruptions 
of his Nation and Family. He was preſery'd as the Salt of the 
Earth; as a choſen Inftrument to perpetuate the Worſhip of the 
true Gon, He was favour'd with many extraordinary Communica- 
tions of the divine Will; and Intercourſes, as I may ſay, ſo fami- 
| Har, that upon this very Account he is cali'd Ve Friend of Ged. He 
was a Prophet, an Interpreter of the divine Will, and a Preacher of 
Righteouſneſs; a Prophet in both Capacities, as endow'd with the 
Knowledge of future Events, and qualified “ zo teach the May of 
* the LO RD, to do Juſtice and Judgment.“ Gov, who at ſundry 
Times and in divers Mgnners had ſpoke to the preceding Patriarchs, 
vouchſafed to him mòre frequent and more explicit Revelations, 
That Promiſe of the univerſal Bleſſing to Mankind, which, bein 

wrapt up in general Terms, ſeem'd hitherto but imperfectly 54 
indeterminately reveal'd, was more clearly and diſtinctly laid open 
to his View. To him it was given to know particularly, that 21] 
« the Nations of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed in him He rejoiced to ſee 
« the Day of Chrift, and he ſaw it and was glad. His Covenant was 
an Evangelical Covenant ; his Faith a Chrifiian Faith; and therefore 
the extenſive Propagation of his Religion is a Subject very worthy of 


. * 


our preſent Enquiries. 8 a 
As to the particular Matter of the Revelations vouchſated, -— this 
was indeed generally of a poſitive Nature; but was withal ſuch as 
alſo convey'd ſome moral and religious Leſſon. And as to any Syſtem 
of Religion immediately deliver'd to him by Go p, we do not indeed 
find any ſuch expre/5/y mention'd ; but yet it ſeems wrong to con- 
clude merely from the Silence of the ſacred Hiſtorian, that no reli- 
ious Doctrines or Duties were ever thus communicated to him; for, 
in all Hiſtories, many Particulars will of Courſe be omitted, which 
fall not directly under the main Point of View, — and perhaps it was 
thought unneceſſary to mention expreſsly what might be fairly col- 
lected from the general Tenor of the Hiſtory. If then any ſuch 
Revelation appear d neceſſary on any Account, either to convey the 
Knowledge of ſome new Duty, or to refreſh former Notices, we 
have room to ſuppoſe, that ſuch were communicated to the Patriarch . 
and ſuch a Suppoſition ſeems ſufficiently warranted by w_ eng 
Fs | aracer, 
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Character, as a Prop het, and Friend of GOD: But if none of this 


Kind appear'd neceſlary, we then may ſuppoſe. him ſufficiently taught 
of Gop by mediate Revelation, tranſmitted down from Adam, to 
Neah, and ſo on. For moſt aſſuredly there ever ſubſiſted in the World 
down from the Creation ſome Scheme of reveal'd Tatriarchal Reli- 
gion; a certain Rule of Action preſcrib'd by the Creator to his Crea- 
tures, plain and compendious, conſiſting of a few general and evi- 
dent Principles; ſuited to the Condition of Mankind, and eaſy to be 
tranſmitted down to Poſterity; and afterwards gradually unfolded, 
and enlarged in Proportion to the Alteration of Circumſtances, and 
the Neceſlities of Mankind. And that theſe traditional Principles were 

artly revealed, as well as partly natural, ſeems implied in the very 

otion of that Faith, defin'd by the Apoſtle in the eleventh Chapter 
to the Hebrews, for which the Parriarchs obtained a good Report, and 
are ſo particularly celebrated. ; 5 

We may ſurther obſerve, that, to preſerve a due Senſe of ſuch 
Principles, and to impreſs them freſh on Men's Minds, Go p has oc- 
caſionally vouchſaſed many remarkable Interpoſitions; either by . 
raiſing up ſome ſingular Perſons, as Heralas ol his Commands, and 
Preachers of Righteouſne/s, of which Order Noah is particularly men- 
tioned before the Flood, and, after the Flood Abraham, Iſuac and 
Jacob; or elſe by ſome extraordinary Diſpenſation of his Providence 
wonderfully diſplay'd in the Reward of them, that do well, and the 
Puniſhment of Evil-doers. Now what elſe are ſuch Interpoſitions but 
moſt ſignificant Promulgations of his Will, proclaiming the divine, 
Original of that Patriarchal Religion, which they were defign'd to 
revive and propagate ? | | 

Upon the whole, Gop never left himſelf in the World without 
Witneſs, or Mankind deftitute of the Benefit of ſome Revelation, 
either immediately or mediately communicated. We here conſider 
Abraham, as the principal Inſtrument in carrying on this gracious 
Deſign of Providence, by * commanding, his Children and Houſhold 
by 5 75 bim to keep the Way of the LO R D, to do Fuſtice and Judgnient“ 
He became in a very comprehenſi ve Senſe the Father of the Faithful, a 
Propagator of Go b's true Religion in a degenerate, World, We 
- . muſt conſider him, not merely as a Perſon of uncommon Sagacity or 
ſingular Natural Abilities, but as a Perſon under the Influence of /#+- 

pernatural Direction and Aſſiſtance; ſo that his Inſtructions are to be 
eſteem d not only as the Dictates of a wiſe Philoſopher, but as the 
Doctrines of a Perſon taugt God, and ſuch as carry in them the Au- 
thority of a divine Revelation. | 1 


— 
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[8] 
If then it ſhall appear. in the Sequel of his Hiſtgry, that through 
him Opportunities were offer'd to a conſiderable Part of Mankind, of 
being inſtructed in many religious Doctrines and Duties (the Footſteps - 
of which are ſtill diſcernable in the Remains of Heathen Antiquities) 
we have before us an Hiſtorical Proof of Fact, which, as it accounts 
for the Derivation of ſuch Rites and Notions from this ſacred Original, 
does at the ſame time diſprove the boaſted Diſcoveries, and pretende 
Sufficiency of human Reaſon ; and in Conſequence expoſes the Im- 
rfe&ion of Natural Religion, as it ftands oppos'd to Revelation, — 
But to proceed with the Hiſtory of Abraham. | 
The Teſtimony of Go p, recorded in my Text, ſufficiently ſhews 
his Zeal in the religious Education of his Family. He did not eſteem 
Religion a mere per/onal Concern ; but, what he adorn'd by his Ex- 
ample, he cftabliſh'd by his Authority: This was his firſt and lateſt 
Care; and the glorious Effects of it appear in the Character of his 
Son Hae, and the Steward of his Houſhold, Eliezer of Damaſcus. 
'Theſe are eminent Inſtances of his Care to command his Children aud 
Houſbold after him to keep the Way of the LORD. Concerning the 
former nothing leſs might be expected; but with regard to the dauer, 
a Servant born in Abraham's Houſe, — the Virtues in his Character 
appear more conſpicuous, as they leſs frequently adorn that Condi- 
tion. We perceive in him a moſt admirable Example of Fidelity and 
Piety; of the moſt affectionate Regard for his Maſter's Intereſt, and 
humble Truſt in Go 's Providence. With what Pleaſure do we view 
the beneficial Effeòs of theſe domeſtick Inſtructions, and the Precepts 
of the good Maſter exemplified in the Virtues of the faithful Servant? 
When we would wiſh the Proſperity of a Family in all Reſpects, let us 
wiſh them to be religious. May the Houſholders in all Colonies, as 
they in ſome Circumſtances reſemble the Condition of the Patriarch, 
being Pilgrims and Sojourners in a foreign Country, like him alſo be- 
come Fathers of their Families in a moral Senſe, by their Care to pro- 
pagate Principles of Religion and Virtue ! And may every Steward and 
{690k in their Houſes be like unto the Elder of Abrabam's Houſe, 
Men of Fidelity and Piety; Qualities which in the common Courſe of 
Things cannot fail to give Succeſs and Credit to their Service! 
But the Patriarch's Care was not the Inſtrument only of private 
Benefits, it was not defign'd to terminate in his own Family; the 
Nations of the Earth were to be bleſſed in ſome Meaſure by the Com- 
munication of his Inſtructions- And indeed there was not wanting a 
Concurrence of many Circumſtances to proſper his pious Undertaking. 
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His Travels from Place to Place ſeem providentially ſo order'd, as to 
give different People the Benefit of his Inſtructions and Example. In 
every Place of his more conſtant Reſidence he built an Altar for the 
publick Worſhip of the true God, The Land through which he 
paſs'd, retain'd viſible Monuments of his Piety, which might inſtruct 
or upraid it's Inhabitants, $69.5 
To omit other Inſtances, which have 8 his Memory, the 
Mountain on which he offer'd up his Son 1/aac took its Name from 
that remarkable Occurrence : And the Remembrance of the Fact was 
all along handed down and preſerv'd by a proverbial Say ing; Abra- 
« ham call d the Name of that Place 1 as it is ſaid to this 
.* Day, In the Mount of the LOR D it ſhall be ſeen, (i. e. the Place 
where he offer'd up his Son is to be ſeen.) | | 

In Oppoſition to the falſe Gods worſhipp'd in the Countries where 
he ſojourn'd, he publickly call'd upon the Name of the LoD Je- 
3 „ He planted a Grove in Beerſheba and calPd there on the 
Name of the LORD, the everlaſting Go v.“ A religious Act, fo 
ſingular, could not well paſs unobſerv'd by the idolatrous Inhabitants ; 
but muſt of Courſe excite their Attention, and probably lead them to 
make Enquiries into his Religion, „ 

The King of Egypt and his People were convinc'd by Go p's mira- 
culous Interpoſition, that Abraham was an extraordinary Perſon : In- 
ſtead of Revenge for the Plagues inflicted on his Account, Reverence, 
Wealth and Honour attended the Man thus favour'd with divine Pro- 
2 a 4 0 8 
St. Chry/oftom obſerves on this Paſſage, that the Circumſtances of the 
Patriarch's Return trom Egypt were ſuch, as gave the Canaanites a 
plain Indication, that his marvellous Proſperity amidſt a national 

iſtreſs was the Effect of a peculiar Providence. They ſaw him at 
firft labouring under the common Preſſure of the Famine, which was 
then in the Land, and, as it were, in a State of Baniſhment, going 
down to Fgyt for Subſiſtence; they ſaw him return, not like others, 
with the Marks of a Sufferer, the Diminution of his Subſtance, or Fa- 
mily; but, as it were, in Triumph, enrich'd with the Spoils or 
Bounty of a Country, which the Terrors of the Lo p had aw'd into 
a friendly and hoſpitable Diſpoſition ; from whence they might well 
conceive an uncommon Veneration for a Perſon thus exempted from 


the Effects of a general Calamity. - 

In every Stage of his Travels the Hand of Gor was manifeſtly 

oo Guide and Support : Thus, — he ſojourn'd in Gerar, the 4 
* | 0 O 
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of that Place, being, through an Act of criminal Impudence, brought 
into the like Circumſtances with the King of Egypt, felt the like Con- 
viion-; being taught by the Puniſhment of his Error, and the Efficacy 
of Abraham's Prayer, that he was a Prophet, and Friend of God; him- 
ſelf becomes the Publiſher of this divine Interpoſition, and the Means 
of his Deliverance. © He calPd his Servants, and told all theſe things, in 
«their Ears, and they were ſore afraid.” Surely the Fear of Go» was 
in that Place, which was thus a Witneſs of his ſignal Diſpenſations ! not 
only the Reſtitution of his own, but ample Preſents were made the 
Patriarch ; Sheep and Oxen, Men-ſervants, and Women-ſervants, and a 
thouſand Pieces Silver; a generous Invitation, and Option of the 
whole Country offer'd by the hoſpitable King: Behold, my Land is 
& before thee, dwell where it pleaſeth thee”, and laſtly, a League of 
Friendſhip with the pious Stranger earneſtly defir'd, and eſtabliſh'd 
by Oath. What more effectual Means could a prudent Prince uſe to 
procure a Bleſſing to himiclf and his Poſterity, than to enter into a 
8 Covenant of Amity with the Man, who was the Friend of 
GOD? Upon the whole, as Abi melech appears to be a well diſpos'd 
ſincere Man, and influenc'd by ſuch pious Motives to ſhew Kindneſs 
to the Perſon of the Patriarch, we may cafily conceive him induc'd 
by the like Convictions to worſhip the Go » of Abraham. _ 

As to the Land of Canaan, the Seat of his more conftant Abode, 
it does not appear how far they were in his 'Time degenerated into 
Idolatry. It is plain the Worſhip of the moſt High Gor was 
not entirely loft among them; and it is probable, they enjoy'd ſome 
Benefit of the Revelation made to the Patriarchs of Old. Now the 
Example, the Authority, and the Proſperity of Abrabam muſt neceſ- 

ſarily have been a conſiderable Motive either to confirm them in, or 
convert them to the true Religion. Their frequent Intercourſes with , 
him muſt give them Opportunities of knowing thoſe Doctrines, he ſo ] 
zealouſly propagated ; and thoſe 5 Bleſſings, with which he was 
diſtinguiſh'd, muſt incline many of them to adore that gracious GO p, A 
whom he worſhipp'd. 4 * 1 
In the next Place, if we were only to enter into a diſtinct Conſide- N 
ration of what is aſſerted in the Words of my Text, even from hence 
we ſhould diſcern the extenſive Propagation of Abraham's Religion. 
He ſball command his Children and his Youſbold after him. His ſeveral 
Children, that ſoon became mighty Familjes ; his numerous Depen- 
dents, which in thoſe Times made no inconſiderable Kingdom, All 
| theſe ſhar d the common Advantages of his Inſtruction in a Concern 


of 


* 


Lis 15 


of univerſal Importance: The Care of the gaod Father and Maſter 
extended as far as his Authority; not confin'd folely to his immediate 
Heir the Child of Promiſe, and his Poſterity; but communicated alſo 
to Iſmael, and his fix other Sons by Keturah, He, that is repreſent- 
ed Jo careful in making Proviſion for the temporal Welfare of theſe 


Children; © he, who gave Gifts to the Sons of his Concubines, and ſent 


«them away from his Son aac into the Eaſt Country,” cou'd not, 


- conſiſtently with his Character, be leſs careful in that other Branch of 


paternal uty, vis. the Regulation of their moral Conduct“ by com- 
© manding them to keep the way of the LORD, to do Juſtice and Fudg- 
« ment.” And accordingly as far as Hiftory repreſents theſe Perſons 
as Fathers of large Families, and Founders of powerful Kingdoms, it 
alſo points out to us this probable Concluſion; that the Principles, 
they thus receiv'd, were afterwards very widely diffus'd, and, tho' 
not without ſome Variations, tranſmitted to their Children and Hou- 


ſholds after them. | | | 
But if we take into Conſideration ſome other Means of Conveyance 


through the Father of the Moabites and Ammonites, Lot, his Brother's 


Son, —a Perſon bred up under his pious Care, —Companion of his ſour- 
neys, and Fortunes, a ſpecial Monitor and Inſtructor to the wicked 
Sodomites, —by a miraculous Interpoſition deliver'd out of the general 
De ſtruction: — If moreover we add to this what might be deriv'd from 
Eſau, and all the collateral Branches of the holy Family,—in this en- 
larg'd View we meet with many concurrent Circumſtances, from 


whence we may conceive how the publick-ſpirited 'Zeal of Abraham 
became inſtrumental to preferve and propagate true Religion in the 


Eaſtern Countries. | 
From the moſt ancient Book of Fob we may collect ſome Account 


of the State of Religion in thoſe early Ages. We there find fuch a 
Scheme of religious Notions, as ſeem to point out their Original, 


* 


Some of Job's Friends in the patrony mick Character, by which the 


are deſcrib'd, ſeem to ſhew their Deſcent from the Patriarch. And, 


tho' upon the whole, in the Courſe of the Debate, they had not 


« ſpoken of GOD the Thing that was rights, as his Servant ob ;” tho? 
they drew many wrong and injurious Concluſions with Regard to the 
ood Man under Afflictions; yet in moſt Points they appear to have 


ad right F of the ct and reaſon d upon juſt Prin- 
ciples, and ſhew a comprehenſive Knowledge of Religious Truths. 
And concerning Job himſelf it muſt be remembred, that this greateſt 


Man of the Eaſt was as much renown'd for his Piety, as his Wealth 
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and Power; and was in a moral, if not in a natural Senſe, a Child 
of Abrabam, a careful Father, (that commandeth his Children to 
© keep the way of the LORD. A Man perfett and upright, * one that 
« fear d God aud eſthew'd Evil.” 53 
He it further obſerv'd from the Remains of profane, as well as ſacred 
Hiſtory, that the Patriarch appears to have been one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable Perſons of his Time, He was reverenc'd by the Children 
of Heth as a mighty Prince among them, a Lord Powerful in his Ce- 
neration, * The Defeat of the confederate victorious Kings, —and the 
frequent Atteſtations of Go p's Providence muſt have made his Name 
famous in the Eaſt. The great Reputation of this Reformer of Man- 
kind might well give Efficacy and Succeſs to his Endeayours ; ſo that, 
beſides his numerous Poſterity, we may fairly ſuppoſe many other 
neighbouring Nations influenc'd by his Authority, and diſpos'd to 
regard his Inſtructions. Agrecably to this we are 4 inform'd, that the 
ancient Per/ians dignified their Religion with the Title of the Religion 
of Abrabam : From which Circumſtance, tho' we don't conclude, that 
that People did originally receive a Syſtem of their Religion from the 
Patriarch; yet thus much is certain, that by aſſuming his Name to 
recommend their Religion, they had his CharaRer in the higheſt 
Eſteem and Veneration. 
In the laſt Place we may infer the extenſive Propagation of Abraham's. 
Religion from the Practice of Circumci/ion, which we find, tho' with 
different Circumſtances, obſerv'd in ſeveral Countries. I ſhall not at 
7 enter into a Diſpute concerning the Original of this Rite; tis 
ſufficient to our Purpoſe to remark, that it was a divine Ordinance, 
enjoin'd the Patriarch, as the viſible Seal, the Tokey, or Ws nk 
Mark of the Covenant, into which Go» admitted him, exclufive of. 
all other People; and that it cou'd not, in any Propriety of Senſe, be 
defign'd for a Token, if it was in prior or common Uſe among the 
Egyptians, or any other Nations, from whom ſome would derive 
this' Inſtitution. A Rite, of ſo fingular a Nature, wou'd never have 
been admitted; and eſpecially ſo as to have become a national Practice, 
but upon ſome extraordinary Account. Doubtleſs the Reaſons of its. 
Inſtitution were at firſt enquir'd into, and religious Doctrines accom- 
panied its firft Admiſſion. They, who recciv'd Circumciſion, certainly 
xeceiv'd it as an inſtituted Means to procure Gos Favour; and ac- 
cordingly thoſe Nations, which carry'd in their Bodies 5 org of 
2 1 : aham's. 
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Abraham's Covenant, had alſo ſome Principles of Abrabam's Religion 
inſtill'd into their Minds. And therefore thoſe Paſſages in profane 
HFiſtory, which mention the Obſervance of this Rite amongſt the Egyp- 
tiancꝭ Arabians, and other Nations, do virtually, and in Reality carry 
in them a Proof of the extenſive Propagation of Abrabam's Reli- 
gion, of which Circumciſion was ordain'd as the viſible Seal and di- 
ſtinguiſhing Token. And further, if, (as might be largely and di- 
ſtinaly prov'd,) theſe Nations adopted this Rite as originally denv'd 
from the Patriarch, hoping by the Obſervance of this Inſtitution, and 
by Applying to themſelves the Seal of this beneficial Covenant to ren- 
der themſelves acceptable to the Go » of Abrabam, whoſe Providence 
they had ebſcrv'd fo ſignally diſplay'd in the Protection and the Re- 
ward of his Servants; —if this Point be once gain'd, the Way ſeems 
open for the more cafily Admitting this general Concluſion, viz, that 
many other religious Obſervances, which they practic'd in common 
with Go »v's choſen Family, were alſo borrow'd from thence, and 
were originally deriv'd from thoſe divine poſitive Inſtitutions, of which 
they appear to be the Reſemblances or Corruptions. X 
Wich Regard to the Patriarch's Family, —it appears, that this was 
very numerous even after the Separation made between him and his 
Nephew Lot. And doubtleſs, as other Branches of his Wealth, fo 
the Number of Perſons bought with his Money, or born in his Houſe, 
multiplied by continual Acceſſions. They conſiſted of different Na- 
tions, Caldeans, Egyptians, Philiſtines, Syrians, Canaanites occaſion- 
ally collected in the Courſe of his Travels. Theſe Perſons, bred up: 
under the Direction of their pious Maſter, and the ſignal Manifeſta- 
tions of Go y's Providence, receiv'd the Seal of Circumciſion. Theſe 
_ Perſons without Doubt became inſtrumental to propagate thoſe religious 
Inſtitutions and Doctrines, which they had originally receiv'd from 
the Patriarch, When their Children "ſhould ask them in Time to 
come, ſaying, What means this Mark in our Fore-skins © Why are we. 
thus diſtinguiſh'd from all the Families of the Earth? Then ſhall they 
fay, This 1s the Token of the Covenant, which Gov made with our. 
Maſter Abraham, a Man moſt tamous in his Generation, and the cho- 
ſen Inſtrument of great Bleſſings to Mankind. So that this Rite, as it 
naturally ſuggeſts ſuch Reflections, becomes wry ſignificant and uſe- 
ful to the Purpoſes of Religion; and with the Hiſtory of the good 
Patriarch carries a moſt inſtructive moral Leſſon, and becomes the 
Means of Preſerving the Worſhip of the true Gov. | HET 
hs have I endeavour'd to ſhew, by what Means the Influence of 
theſe Parriarchal Inſtructions was fo widely diffus d. In Enquiries & 
EN | | this 
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this Kind, concerning Subjed s, of which we have no explicit and en- 
tire Account, but are left to collect it from Circumſtances occaſionall 
mention d; we are led out, as it were, into a ſpacious Field, engag'd 
in a difficult Task to trace out old Footſteps, diſcernable only to an 
attentive Eye; and of Courſe there is abundant Room for Conjecture ; 
and tis often no eaſy Matter to determine the Force of the Evidence 
ariſing from ſuch circumſtantial Confiderations, and to induce Men to 
draw uniformly the ſame Concluſions from Premiſſes of ſuch ſeeming 
Latitude. But with Regard to the Character of Abraham thus much 
has been plainly proy'd, and will on all Hands be readily allow'd. — 
That he was in a ſpecial Manner call'd out by Go, — that he was 
zealous for the Honour of Gov and Good of Mankind, and was 

accordingly diſpos d to uſe all Means afforded him to promote thoſe 
Ends, — that he acted under ſupernatural Direction, was proteaed 
by Gop's more immediate Providence —-was favour'd with many 
extraordinary Revelations of the divine Will; and ſo well qualified to 
become an Iuſtructor, — that he was one mighty in his Generation, di- 
ſtinguiſh'd by Wealth, Reputation, and Authority, Circumſtances _ 
that muſt recommend and give Efficacy to his Inſtructions — that he 
had ſufficient Opportunities of Propagating his Religion, having tra- 
vell'd thro? a part of the then known and inhabited World: honour'd 

and reyerenc'd W all Nations among whom he ſojourn'd ; ſo that not 


that ny; civilizd Nation, which profeſſedly receiv'd from 
- Egypt t 
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mous in their Generation for Wiſdom and Piety, became Teachers 
to a good Part of Mankind : From them diſtant as well as neighbour- 
in — 3 by immediate or mediate Intercourſe, deriv'd the Know- 
edge of thoſe Truths, which were moſt admir'd in their ſeveral Sy- 
ems of Religion, all that was worthy of Goo, or ſuitable to the 
Nature of Man: And therefore what many arrogant Moraliſis would 
recoinmend for Religion purely Natural, was in Fact for the moſt Part 
Traditional; originally deriv'd from the Author of Nature, who at 
ſundry Times, and in divers Manners, and Degrees, thus made Reve- 
lations of his Will to Mankind, 
Where then is the boaſted Perfection of natural Religion, or the 
Sufficiency of human Reaſon ? Where is the Wiſe © Where is ths Scribe? 
Where is the Diſputer of this World? Their Knowledge and their 
Wiſdom have perverted them. They are wearied in the Multitude of 
their Counſels. _ 
From the View of Go p's gracious Diſpenſations in the ſeveral Ages 
of the World, what is more plainly ſuggeſted to our Obſervation, 
1 than the Imperfection of Human Underſtanding, which ſtood in Need 
1 of ſuch Succours? G op ordains nothing in vain; his Wiſdom, by 
; making this Proviſion, abundantly ſhews its Expediency. In Truth, 
there never yet ſubſiſted in” the World a Syſtem of Religion purely 
Natural, independent of all Revelation. —If there ever did, the Advo- 
_ cates for that Opinion would do well to aſcertain the Limits of that 
looſe indeterminate "Thing, which they call Natural Religion; and 
ſhew, that no Part of their reſpective Syſtems poſſibly cou'd be, . or 
was in Fact communicated to Mankind by Patriarchal Tradition, Till 
this be done, we may with Safety, as well as Modeſty, reſt in our 
preſent Perſwaſion, rather truſting in the LORD, than leaning to 
our own Underſtanding. 'Thro? the deſire of forbidden Knowledge our 
firſt Parents became Tranſgreſſors of the Law; and their unhappy 
Pofterity, as they imitate their Example, ſhare their Fate. Tho it be 
moſt certain that Go p has made ſeyeral Revelations of his Will for 
the Direction of Mankind, yet Men are apt to compliment their own 
| mee, with the Diſcovery of all moral and religious Truths; ſo 
inſenſible are they of Go p's Goodne/5, and fo induſtrious to deceive 
themſelves! Truths, when once diſcover'd, become familiar to the 
Mind, and paſs by Degrees for Principles naturally known, not com- 
municated by Information, Pnis Fallacy is as common, as it is eaſy 
2 obvious. But ſurely it is wrong to conclude, that, becauſe ſuch. 


otions upon Examination appear agrecable to Reaſon, they 2 
| | e ore 
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fore muſt have been fo evident, as to have render'd the Diſcovery 
; unavoidable. 'Tis obſervable, that in Philo/ophical Enquiries Men often 
proceed upon true Principles implicitly receiv'd : From theſe they draw 
£4 ng Train of juſt Coneluſions; and the Reputation of their Wiſ- 
dom deſervedly rifes in Proportion to the Number and Importance of 
| ſuch Concluſions : But yet they wou'd do Wrong in claiming the 
|| Merit of being Authors and Inventors, where they ſhould be contented 
;j' with the Glory of having made conſiderable Improvements. Thus in 
Þ . 8 Enquiries, Ven may carry on their Reaſonings to very 
uſeful Purpoſes: Juſt Deductions may be form'd, and proper Applica- 
| tions of Principles to particular Caſes be made, and yet all this while 
ſome general and fundamental Propoſitions, upon which their Reaſon- 
[! ings proceed, may be originally of divine Revelation. Thus it fre- 
þ | . 7 . ; 
| | quently happens; and in ſuch Caſes, tho' Men deſerve the Praiſe of 
| Having ſucceſsfully employ'd their Reaſon, yet they ought not to arro- 
1 gate to themſelves the Honour of making the whole Diſcovery; nor 
| diſown the Aſſiſtance of that ſupernatural Light, which was really 
their Guide in their Enquiries, the Foundation of their Reaſonings, 
| and in which there fore all their Concluſions were virtually contain'd : 
Let us rather out of a due Senſe of our natural Inſufficiency, and the 
| miſerable Condition of Mankind deſtitute of all Aſſiſtance and Direc- 
tion, learn to ſet a juſt Value upon the Advantages we enjoy; and 
[| after the Example of the Father of the Faithful, readily follow the 
| © Guidance of heavenly Light, in whatſoever Manner G op ſhall vouch- 
ſafe it; and expreſs our 'Thankfulneſs to our Benefactor, by making a 
right Uſe of the Benefit. This is the Application I am led to make 
ot the Doctrine in Oppoſition to thoſe, who, from the imagin'd Per- 
| fection of natura 888 wou'd ſupercede the Uſe and Expedi- 
J ency of Revelation. It were to be wiſh'd, that the Licentiouſneſs of 
the preſent Age did not give abundant Occaſion to ſuch Enquiries, 
and render ſuch Reflections ſeaſonable and neceſſary. c 
But Secondly, with Regard to thoſe, who are any Ways either in a 
private or t Capacity engag'd in Deſigns of Promoting and 
Propagating the K u and Pradice of Religion and Virtue, the 
Example of the good Patriarch, in its obvious Application, affords 
Matter of wholeſom Inſtruction and Encouragement. It repreſents 
in the firſt Place the Duty -of keeping up Family Religion, and the 
Importance of that Care. Gop has inveſted every Houſholder with 
a Truſt, of which a ſtrict Account muſt be render'd ; he has Autho- 
tity over the Members of his little Community, their Actions os 
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his own by being plac'd under his Direction; and to him, as the 
proper Agent, will their moral Effects be imputed. Old Eli, in his 
private and perſonal Capacity, appears to be a good pious Man; 
but- how criminal the Negle& of Duty was in his publick Cha- 
racer, as a Father, high Prieſt, and Judge of the People, Goos 
| himſelf has taught us by this terrible Denunciation : © Behold I will do 
« a thing in rael, at which both the Ears of him that heareth it ſhall 
<« tingle; for I have told him, that I will judge his Houſe for ever, for the 
« Tniquity which be knoweth, becauſe his Sons made themſelves vile, and 
« be reftrain'd them not. 

Tis obſervable, that much Care is generally taken about making Pro- 
viſion for our Families in all temporal Reſpects. But is our Duty or 
our Intereſt leſs concern'd in their religious Education? 2 he, that 

providet h not for thoſe of his own Houſe in this reſpe&, hath denied the 
Faith, and is worſe than an Infidel, How is it conſiſtent with the Cha- 
racer of a Chriſtian Houſholder thus to negle& the Care of the one 
Thing needful, which he ought to inculcate 15 Precept, and recom- 
mend by Example ? But many Maſters think, that their whole Duty 
towards the Members of their Family conſiſts in directing their In- 
duſtry in their reſpective Trades and when this is done, all other 
Care is unneceſſary. Accordingly they retire to their country Seats 
to indulge Recreations not always innocent, deſerting their Station in 
their Families on the Day more immediately ſet apart for the Worſhip 
of Gop: While their Servants are left without Government, or the 
Face of Religion, making the Reſt from ordinary Labours the Occa- 
ſion of unlawful Pleaſures. This is certainly one great Cauſe of the 
general Decay of Chriſtian Piety ; and I wou'd in a particular Manner 
recommend theſe Conſiderations to Maſters of large Families in this 
populous City. Great is their Obligation to train up their Children 
and Dependents in the Nurture and Admonition of the Loxp; the 
miſchievous Effects of their Negligence will redound to the Publick. 
Reformation then muſt firſt begin at Home; tor in vain ſhall we 
expect to find true Religion in the Community, when it is loſt in 
private Families  {  —_ FR 3 

In the next Place let us conſider the Reaſons of this Duty as equally 
extending to the cin Magiſtrate. The Care of Religion and Virtue 
is neceſſarily included in his general Care for the publick Good; and 
the Obligation is more ſtrongly entorc'd in Proportion to the greater 
Importance of his Office, as he is the Father of a larger Family, In- 
deed while the Powers of this World were exerted in Oppoſition to 
'Chriftianity, the miraculous n Go p was its Support; but 
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when the civil Magiſtrate became Chriſtian, then was this miraculous 
Interpoſition withdrawn. And therefore, if it be G ob's Will, that 
his true Religion ſhould be perpetuated, it is alſo his Will, that, in 
the preſent State of Things, the Means of its Support fhould be de- 
rivd from the Authority of the civil Magiſtrate. Befides which, 

fince Principles of Religion are the only ſufficient Security of the Sub- 
jects Obedience, it therefore becomes the Iutereſt as well as the Duty 
of every Government to promote the Influence of thoſe Principles, 
which are the Foundation of its own Security. Accordingly all wiſe 
Governors in civiliz'd States have continually interpos'd their Power 
in this Cauſe, in which the Good of their People, their own Authority, 
and the Honour of Go p were ſo nearly concern'd. - And the Exer- 
ciſe of it has been happily directed in making publick Proviſion for 


Inſtruction and Education in the Principles of God's true Religion 


and Virtue ; ſuch as Founding Schools, Inftituting Orders and Soci- 
eties of Men, whoſe Attendance on theſe Services is engag'd by Marks 
of Favour and Honour, and ſupported by Grants of Privileges and 
Endowments : ” Tis well known, that in the Fewiſb State a Scheme of 
Religion was eſtabliſh'd by Go v's ſpecial Appointment ; and its Pro- 
tection committed to the Care of the civil Magiſtrate ; and accord- 
ing to the Doctrine of our Church, we acknowledge our Princes in- 
veſted with that Authority, which all godly Kings and Princes in the 
Jewiſh State had, and therefore equally concern d in the Care of the 
_ eftabliſh'd Religion. And with Regard to the Support and Encou- 
ragement of theſe publick and authoriz'd Teachers, I beg leave to re- 
mark, in Contradi&ion to thoſe, who are no Friends to our religious 
Eſtabliſhments, and are more influenc'd by Arguments of a political 
Nature, that whatever Diſtinctions of Favour are confirm'd to them 
and aſcertain'd by the civil Magiſtrate, become their legal Property, 
and have an equal Claim to the Protection of the Magiſtrate with any 
other Grant whatſoever, which is deriv'd from the ſame Authority. 
The Laws, by which theſe Perſons claim their Rights, are Part of the 
eivil Conſtitution ; and Oppoſition made to theſe by any private Men, 
is virtually an Inſult upon publick Wiſdom, and is an Oppoſition to 
that Authority, which might juftly be exerted in reſtraining ſuch a 
ſeditious Attempt : Unleſs it cou'd be proy'd, that the Reaſons of 
diftributive 13 vary with Regard to Perſons of a ſacred Charactef; 
or that the Relation, which they bear to Gov, render'd- them impro- 
per Objects of Man's Favour, and diſqualified them to enjoy the com- 
mon Priviteges of every Subject. On the other Hand, theſe Teachers, 
as on the Account f their Office, ſo conducive to the publick Good, 
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they ſtand entitled to the Protection and Favour of the civil Magiſtrate, 
ſhou'd confider themſelves under the ſtricteſt Obligation to a conſcien- 
tious Diſcharge of a Truſt ſo important; and endeavour ſo to anſwer 
the End of their Inſtitution, © 7hat he, who is of the contrary Part, 

« may be aſbam d, having no Evil to ſay of them.” 
In the laft Place, the Application of the Doctrine more particularly 
belongs to Societies of Men proteſſedly united, together, for carry- 
ing on Religious Deſigns, We obſerve the publick-ſpirited Zeal of 
Abraham in a Cauſe of ſuch univerſal Concern, — the Succeſs of his 
pious Endeavours evidenc'd in the extenſive Propagation of his Reli- 
gion, —and laſtly, the great Recompence of Reward attending this Re- 
ſorer of Go 0's true Worſhip in a degenerate World. In this View 
what an inſtructive Admonition, what a powerful Encouragement. is 
propos'd to us, to be zealouſly affected in the fame good Cauſe, © 0 
© perſevere in this Labour of Love”, knowing that our Labour is not in 
e vain in the LOR DF” That Inſtance of the Patriarch's Virtue, 
here recommended by divine Approbation, is to be conſider'd under 
the Notion of a Duty, in the eee. of which we are directed 
by his Example, as well as by the Goſpel-precepts. © Ve muſt do 
Good, as we have Opportunity, to all Men; but more eſpecially by 
Promoting their eternal Happineſs. . This is the genuine Effort of a 
true Chriſtian Charity. Chriſtianity was deſign'd tor an anziver/al Be- 
nefit, like the Light, by which it is ſo often repreſented, communi- 
cative of its bleſſed Influences, and diffuſing them to the dark Corners 
of the Earth, Let us then not be wanting to our ſelves, or our fel- 
low Creatures; but make it the Subject of our daily Endeavours, as it 
is of our daily Prayers, that G op's Kingdom may come, Let us imitate 
the holy Zeal of the Patriarch, with an humble Confidence, that 
Gov's bleſſing will attend our Endeavours exerted in the ſame im- 
rtant Cauſe: Thus may we convert many unto Righteouſneſs, and 
come the Inftruments of Benefits indefinitely great and glorious, 
Tho' we have no Reaſon to expect ſuch extraordinary Aſſiſtances, as 
were vouchſaf'd to the Patriarch, or immediate and new Revelations ; 
yet we have Go p's written Word for our Guide, and the Operations 
of his Grace for our Support. © The LOR D's Hand is not ſbort- 
« ned '; and even a miraculous Succeſs may follow the pious Uſe 
of ordinary Means. A little one may become a thouſand, and a ſmall 
one à ſtrong Nation.” But whatever the Effects may be with Re- 
gard to others, yet with Regard to ourſelves there is a ſure Proſpect 
of Reward, both preſent and future. There is 4 Bleſſedneſs pro- 
„ pounced to them ' who thus _ and thirft after Righteouſneſs 5. 
| 2 Wilo 
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who above all things ſeek the e Ns Gov, by ſhewing this moſt lau 
dable Inſtance of good will toward Men. | . 
As the Motives are thus great and glorious, ſo the Obje#s, which 
call for the Exerciſe of the Buty, are innumerable. That ſo great a 
Part of the weſtern World ſhould ſtill © t in Darkne/F and the 
Shadow of Death,” in Ignorance and Mifery, is a Conſideration full of 
Solicitude and Horror; ſuch as ſhould provoke the Compaſſion of 
thoſe, who have any Sentiment of Humanity or Religion ; and ar the 
fame Time teach us to be thankful for the Privileges, which Gop has 
vouchſaf d to us Chriftians : Privileges more glorious by being com- 
municated. © The Harveſt truly is great, but the Labourers are few.” 
There are inconceivable Numbers of Heathens ſunk into a monſtrous 
Degeneracy of Manners, into a State of brutal Ignorance and Trreli- 
gion; and great is the Difficulty of their Converſion: On this Oc-- 
caſion, while we mention with Honour the Society more immediately 
engag d in this truly Chriſtian Deſign, we at the ſame Time perceive 
their pious Endeavours, however well conducted, to be very diſpro- 
portionable to the Extent of the Work, and abundant Reaſon is there 
to pray the LORD of the Harveſt, that he wou'd ſend forth more 
« Labourers into the Harveſt.“ Accordingly let us confider our ſelves 
as Inflruments rais'd up to carry on the Purpoſes of Providence, and 
aſſeciated ſor the joint Promotion of this, as well as other publick 
ſigns. I doubt not, but that his Branch will be conducted with an 
Expreſſion of 'Zeal, proportion'd to the Goodneſs and Neceſſity of 
the Work ; and that the ſame generous Principles, which excite us to 
relieve the temporal Neceſſities of our unfortunate Chriflian Brethren, 
will more ſtrongly excite us to the Relief of Neceſſities, far more preſ- 
ſing and * N the /piritual Neceſſities of Men, capable indeed of 
Happineſs, but, in their preſent Circumſtances, the moſt miſerable. 
Part of the Creation; and, which is no ſmall Aggravation of their 
Miſery, and the Shame of ſome Men profeſſing Chriflianity, condemnd 
to Darkneſs in the Midſt of the Go/pel-light, and confirm'd in their 
Heatheniſm by Maſters of Chriftian Families. ee wit wt 
I beg Leave on this Occaſion to mention a remarkable Paſſage in the 
Hiſtory of the Patriarch, and ſubjoin an obvious Application to the 
preſent Purpoſe, © Every Man-chi/d in their Generations, he that is 
& born in the Houſe, and he that is bought with thy Money muſt needs 
« be circumcis'd,” Theſe are the Words of Gon: We perceive, that 
by this expreſs Command, Saves were to be admitted into the Cove- 
nant of Abraham : Now the Apefile tells us, that © this Covenant was. 
“ confirmd by GOD in CHRIST; it was a Chriftian ky _ 
| | l | theretlore 


- 
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therefore the divine Precept under*the Chriſtian Diſpenſation enforces 
the Admiſſion of Slaves to Baptiſm, the Rite ſubſtituted in the room 
of Circumciſion. I offer this Conſideration as deſerving the moſt ſe- 


rious Regard of the Proprietors in our American Colonies, To each 
of theſe, who are Maſters of large Families, I thus apply the divine 
Injunction, ©* He that is born in thy Houſe, and he that is bought with 
« thy Money muſt needs he baptiz/d”” Propagation of Chrittianity is 
an univerſal Duty, as the Occaſion of it is perpetual. Every Houſholder 
in our Colonies ſhould conſider himſelf as a Miſſionary, a Perſon au- 
thoriz'd, enabled, and commanded to communicate the glad Tidings 
of the Goſpel: His Wealth, Power, and Knowledge are ſo many T4. 
lents committed to his Charge: The Uſe, Ne ect, and Abuſe of 
uhich will be ſtrictly accounted for to his great LORD and Mafer in 
the dreadful Day of Inquiſition. - How will he anſwer before his Mafter 
who is in Heaven, for his Cruelty to the Souls of Men, for whom Chrif 
died? Let him remember the terrible Woe denounc'd by our Saviour 
againſt ſuch Hypocrites: * Hoe unto you, for ye ſput up the Kingdom 


« of Heaven againſt Men; for ye neither go in your ſelves, neither ſuffer. 


ee them that were entring to go in. | 
Where the Practice of a Duty appears ſo reaſonable, and its Obli- 
gat ions ſo plain and ſo ſtrongty enſorc'd, our Neglect in ſuch Caſes is 
altogether inexcuſable, but that any Chriſtian ſhould deliberately and 
upon Principle exclude his Slaves from the Benefits of the Chriftian 
Covenant, — this is an Inſtance of Inhumanity not to be conceiv'd with- 
out Horror and Aſtoniſhment. — As tor the Reaſons generally offerid. 
in Excuſe of this Proceeding,— they are ſuch as ariſe from ſome ground- 
leis Fears, —ſome miſtaken Notion of the Effects of Chriftianity ; ſrch 
in ſhort as are unworthy of the Chriffian Profeſſion, and inconſiſtent 
with the Character of a reaſonable Man. But, ſince they all are to be 
ultimately refoly'd into the Mammon of Unrighteouſne/s, perhaps it will 
be the moſt effectual Argument with the Perſons concern d, to ſhew the 
natural and ordinary Tendency of what I am recommending, to pro- 
mote even their tempora ! Intereſt ; That from this Conſideration they 
may be perſuaded to encourage and propagate . Goalineſs, which rs 
« thus profitable to all things, having the Promiſe of the Life which now 
„ig, as well as of that which is to come.” It may not therefore be 
amiſs to ſhew the Efficacy of Chriſtian Principles to this Purpoſe in two } 
Inſtances, in which they have ſcem'd moſt liable to Exception. And 
firſt with Regard to the Behaviour of a Servant; —the good Chriſtian 
cannot but be a good Servant; for this is his Charadter as implied in 
St. Paul's Precept. He obeys his Maſter in all things, not with Eye- 


ſervice 


D242 


&* ſervice, as a Man-pleaſer, but in Stngleneſs of Heart, fearing GOD. 


« Whatſoever he goes he does it heartily, as unto the LOR D, and not 
© as unto Man; knowing that of the LO RD he ſball receive the Reward 
& of the Inheritance,” By what more effectual Means cou'd any Ma- 
ſter promiſe to advance his Credit and Intereſt, than the Service of 

| Men brought up in the Nurture and Admonition of the LORD? He 
is aflur'd of their Diligence and Fidelity, the ordinary Means of ob- 
_ taining Riches and Honours ; and betides this, he has good Reaſon 


to expect the ſpecial Bleſſing of Gop on their honeſt Endeavours. 


E Thus the LORD was with Joſeph, and made all that he did to 
* Proſper in his Hand Ang the LORD bleſſed the Egyptians Houſe 
for ſoſpeph's /ake.” There is yet another Particular in the Hiſtory 
ot Joſeph, which in a moſt eminent Manner ſhews the Efficacy ot Re- 


ligious Principles. When his Maſter's Wife ſollicited this favourite 


Servant to her Bed; when the ſtrongeſt Temptations were addreſt, that 
cou d excite his Fears, his Luft, and his Ambition, - and when Secrecy 
favour'd the Deſign, in theſe difficult Circumſtances the 2 Maa held 
taſt his Integrity : Being influenc'd by a juſt Senſe of Fidelity to his 
Maſter, and Obedience to Gop's Will, with a pious Indignation he 
rejected the repeated Addreſſes. How can I do this great Wickedneſs, 
«and Sin againſt GOD?” Thus the Fear of Gov over-rul'd the 
Power of the Temptation : His Religion was the Preſervative of his. 
Chaſtity, and his Maſters Honour. * WING 

I ſhall mention the Efficacy of religious Principles in another In- 
ſtance, which to ſome will perhaps appear ſtrange ; and this is in the 


Behaviour of a Soldier. Religion is the Foundation of true Courage 


and Fortitude. The Power of this Principle has been ſeen even in the 
Effects of its falſe Reſemblances ; Superſtition and Enthuſiaſm have 


made many an Hero; and the Exploits.atchiev'd by ſuch Men make 


the brighteſt Figure in profane Hiftory. But holy Scripture more 


ſtrongly repreſents its Energy in various Examples of Fortitude, both 


active and paſſive, perſonal and national; of thoſe who thro' Faith 
« out of Weakneſs were made ſtrong, ſubdued Kingdoms, or thro Suffer- 
« ings were more than Conquerors. T heſe indeed were extraordinary, 
which ſeem to tranſcend Imitation, while they excite Wonder. 


But if we conſider merely the Reaſons of Things, we ſhall find that 
_ Fortitude is the ordinary and natural Effect of Religious Principles. 
For what is Fortitude ? Not a brutal Inſenſibility of Danger, but a 


rational 3 of any temporal Exils in the Proſecution of a juſt 
Cauſe. Now what can ſo effectually inſpire this Diſpoſition of Mind, 
as the Perſwaſion that that G o D, whom we ſerve, will either deliver 

Ho | ; | \ N i 6 us 
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us from the Danger, or provide ſome better Things for us? © The LORD 
„ is on our ſide, therefore will we not fear what Man can do unto us.” 
From this Conſideration ſprings a Reſolution and Intrepidity attended 
by a % P Exertion of our natural Powers, which are weakned and 
betray'd thro Fear. | 5 N 

On the other Hand, tis hard to conceive, how an irreligious Man can 
be truly brave. Well may he tremble in Danger, who is not prepar d 
to die; whoſe Joys are wholly plac'd in this World, and his Terrors 
in the next. They ſurely, who repreſent Religion, as the Nurſe of 
ſlaviſh Fears, from which it ſprung, are as much Strangers to the Na- 
ture of true Fortitude, as my are to the Influence of thoſe Principles, 
which they ridicule. To ſuch profane Perſons it may ſeem ſtrange to 
recommend religious Principles as the ſureſt Foundation of militar 
Bravery ; but certainly it is much more ſtrange to conceive, how this 
can ſo well ſubſiſt upon any other Foundation, Tis a Conſideration 
full of Horror, that they, who continually carry their Lives in their 
Hands, ſhould be of all Men the leaſt prepar'd to die; that Brutality 
ſhould be recommended inſtead of Magnanimity ; and that they ſhou'd 
be eſteem'd the braveſt Defenders of their country's Safety, who have 
no Regard for their own Salvation. We may therefore reſt in this 
Concluſion, that religious Principles are the beſt Security of the Sol- 
dier's Bravery, as well as the Servant's Fidelity. [i 
What is here obſery'd of their Efficacy in theſe two Inſtances is 
\ equally applicable to every State and Condition of Life: From whence 
every Perſon in Authotity, whether Maſter of a Family, or Governor 
of the People, may think himſelf in Point of Intereſt, as well as Duty, 
concern'd in their Propagation ; and more particularly with Regard to 
 Houſholders in our Plantations. If the ftri& Obligations ariſing from 
Gop's Commands have little Weight upon their Minds, even pru- 
dential Reaſons of Expediency might determine them in this Reſpect 
to imitate the Example of the good Patriarch, commanding their 
&« Children and their Houſbolds after them to keep the way of the LORD, 
« 70 do Fuſtice and Fudgment. ; 8 

As to the Diſcouragement of ſuch Attempts ariſing from the Diffi- 
culty ia the Execution, this with Regard to a conſiderable Part of 
thoſe Objects, which might receive ſuch good Offices, is altogether 
groundleſs. The Children of our Slaves, thoſe, that are born in a 
Chriflian Houſe, might at leaſt be admitted to the Privileges of the 
_ Chriſtian Covenant, and the ordinary Benefits of a Chriſtian Educa- 
tion: But to conquer an inveterate Habit, to convert a Savage to 
Chriſtianity, has to many appear'd a Task altogether W 
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Can the Ethiopian change his Skin?” then may the ſavage Heathen 
become Chriſtian. Thus have Difficulties been unreaſonably aggra- 
vated, but ftill they are only Difficulties ; ſuch as ſhou'd rather excite 
a more vigorous Application to this pious and charitable Work, The 
Province of North America have ſeen the Poſſibility of *Sugceſs ; And 
in Maryland particularly there have been fix hundred Negroes con- 
verted by the pious Labours of one * Clergyman. Be this briefly re- 
mark'd as a Motive to encourage the Endeavours of our Miſſionaries, 
that they may © not be weary in well doing,” - 

But further, —: The Parriarch has all along been deſcrib'd under 
the Character of a pious Father of a flouriſhing Colony. In this View 
the Application of his Example for our Direction is very obvious, and 
— there is ſcarce any Circumſtance in his Behaviour, but what 
contains in it ſome uſeſul Inſtruction. He is ſaid to have fojourn'd 
even in the Land of Promiſe, © as in. ftrange Country, os that 
« be was. a Stranger and a Pilgrim on the Earth; deſiring a better 
Country, that is, an heavenly, and looking for a City which hath Foun- 
« dations, whoſe Builder and Maker is Gov,” One wou'd imagine, it 
were entirely needleſs to exhort any Colony to imitate the Patriarch's 
Conduct in this Reſpect : It might be preſum'd, that the Similitude 
of Circumſtances wou'd of Courſe —.— a Similitude of Manners; 
and that they, who, like him in the literal Senſe were Wanderers and 
Sojourners in a ſtrange Country, ſhou'd alſo, like him, be very Reli- 

ious Men; and from the very Conſideration of their precarious un- 

[ fired State on Earth, direct their Views to that better Country, to which 

= this preſcnt tranſitory Life is to be confider'd only as a Paſſage, and 

accordingly live here on Earth, as becometh thoſe whoſe Citizenſhip 
is in Heaven. But in Fact we find Men very unwilling to attend to 
theſe obvious Convictions, and rather induſtrious to deceive themſelves .. 
in this Point, acting like Men, who think that what they are pleas d 
> to call their Settlements, wou'd be perpetual, and their Houſes endure 
For ever. Many have ſettled themſelves in foreign Lands upon «nwar- 
rautable Motives: and from ſuch Men what can we expect but unwar- 
rantable Practices? Avarice and Ambition have their Portion in this 
Life, and are inconſiſtent with the Expectation of another State. Be- 
ſides theſe, there are others of an indolent and inadvertent Diſpoſition, 
ſuch as ſeldom carry their Views: beyond the preſent, but think it 

. © good for them to be here, and make Tabernacles for themſelves, as 

tho every Enjoyment had the Aſſurance of Perpetuity. Sometimes 
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indeed they feel the Conviction of their Error in the Inconyeniencies 


Proſperity is apt to produce a different Effect; the Affluence of the 
gc Things of this World inſenſibly withdraws their Thoughts from 


ntefeſt over - rules their Obligations to Duty f 
ve Way to ſome ments d 


„ . 


in 
Colonies, — and therefore with Regard to that immediately cp itte | 


2 2 * | % 


roſity, and the only*Coritention we ſhould bold with the Natives, in 


hoſe Land we de re a Poſſeffion, a Contention in good Offices. He, 
ey bonour'd- as a migt eren appears before them as an 

ppliant: While their Liberality would have prevented his 

| D Requeſts 
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Requeſts, . offers "iN a valuable e gas the only Te 


ths of 
Te 
which he might have cnjoy'd by the free Gi 15 and Fei on 


of the r How much more deſirable is 7 1. or B 
that of Conqueſt; of Circumventing the Natives by ifpoſ⸗ 
ſeſſing by ale Practices unworthy, of the Chrifti $7 Na 30g 1— 15 
ur which is founded upon Bene vofenec att Chrit ever 
ſubſiſt — 'H Principles of commutative. and diftribative Juſtice * 

and $1 by the ordinary Ifſue of Things, that Equity and Beneficence 

toward Neinhbours are the beſt Polic 

While we conſider the Riches of if the Patriarch in Golf 9. Silver, 

2 and Servants, from hence we learn the Benefit of Di igence A 

| and are excited to the «opp; of 1 eee ich were 
4 with ſuch viſi iſible Rewards. aviour toward the King 

of Sodom teaches us a generous . "of Gain, His Paying Tithes, 

and Recciving a Bleſſing from Melchizedek ſets forth the Duty of ſhew- 
ing a decent Reverence to the ſacred Character of the Prieftfood from | 
the Senſe of the Relation it bears to the meſt high Gov. _ | 

To omit other Inſtances of Wiege publick and rivate, ſocial and 

it may ! fuffice at pre ont pou to enten onſy that remarkable 

ple of Condelcrntion and Forbcaranec in the Difpute between 

him and his Nephew Lot, a Caſe very applicable to the Circumſtances 
of a flouriſhing Colony. ©* When their Subſtance was en t, and he 
« Land was 1 able 10 * them, fo that t 4 not Ae roger her 
« and. there was a Strife between the Hee men of their Cattle; Abra 
« ham {aid to Lot, Let there be no Strife, I pray thee. beriveey um and 
« hee, and between. my Herd/men and thy. Herd/men, for we be Brethren. - 

| & Is not the whole 3 before thee ? Separate th 15 T pray _ from 
& me: If thou wilt take. thy Le t. hand, i wil 1 7 to 2 A or if 
| 
| 


his Acceptance: he chuſes to obtain that R fit by leg 


e than wilt depart tothe Right, 1 will T g4 to FL 75 us He, 


- whoſe Will might have bad he Authodly 0 oa a Commun N 
| on the Option of the whole Count 
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| . While we conſider the Eftabliſhment of a charitable Colony, as eb. 
an Inſtitution of ſo ſingular a Nature, and perhaps unprecedented, 


pr not from Motives of private Avarice and Adio, — 
rom Intentions the moſt generous and diſintereſted, — conducted not 
by fraudulent Arts, by Hen or 2 but det the Rules of 
true political Wiſdom, by Principles of Humanity, Equity and Reli- 
gion: In this View of Things methinks we may in Imagination antici- 
pate our Succeſs in the Event equal to our Zeal in the Undertaking ;, 
_ as it were, join with our Poſterity in Enjoying the Benefits o 
r preſent Deſigns. I need not offer any further 3 to 
— — a Scheme, that has been honour d by the deliberate Appro- 
bation of the Wiſe, tu ported by the Beneficence of the C indle, 
and eſtabliſh'd by pub ick Authority. Bleſſed be the Lord 
« our Fathers, 'who hath put ſuch a thing in the King's Heart, = * 
iz Magiſtrates and Judges, which may judge the People, that are beyond 
«the River; all ſuch as know the Laws of the Lord Go b, and teach 
% zhem that know them not. With Gratitude we acknowledge this 
Mark of Royal Favour, and ſhall endeavour to make the moſt accep- 
table Nenne by Anſwering the End of the Inſtitution, in Foundi 
an induſtrious, loyal and pious People; who ſhall fbew fort h the Proj 
of their BenefaQors in their Proſperity, and bein ing proved. in the En- 
joymènt of their civil and religious Rights, Sacrifices of /weet 


| Faves: lo the Gov w Heaven, aud pray for the Life of the * auld 


PIs Ss 271907 11345; 
I doubt, not but that our angles Care in Eſtabliſning this charis 
e- will produce a ſuitable. Effect: Wealth, Reputation and 
Power will tend a People diſtinguiſh'd both by the Wiſdom of their 
Conſtitution, and Eater in their Adminiſtrations. Their Benevolence 
and Juſtice will engage the Eftcem and Friendſhip of their Neigh- 
boars; whom Avarice and Oppreſſion muſt have made their Enemies. 

With Pleaſure we extend our Views to diſtant Times, and conceive 
the agrecable Change of an uncultivated Deſert into a 2 fraitfil Garden; 
of natural 'Barbarity into Civility of Manners ; and, what. is the: — 
valuable Bleſſing, the Diffuſion of the Gp 15 gut upon the Hearts of 
thoſe thut fe in 'Darkneſt and the Shadow of Death. We behold 
ee delten gron w up iat0'a flouriſhing Nation, and the. Objects 
outliprele it 'Charity become! great and powerful, carelsd by their 

hs" mall ſue for their Friendſhip and Alliance: the 
baſk Seturity ef their reſpealive Intereſts, We here may behold. @ Re- 
reſentdtion & rubam's Proſperity in the Land of the: Philiflines - 


_ F IND and Phichol the chief Captain of his H [paks unto 
D 2 E % - Abraham 


1 A 

% Abraham, /aying, E O D is with thee in all that thou deft nom there= 
« fore ſwear unto me here hy GO D, that thou wilt not deal 2 y with me, 
« nor with my Son, nor with my Son's Son; but according to the Kindneſs I 
4 ture done unto thee, thou ſhalt do ſo mo, and to the Land in ubich 
© thou haft ſojourn'd”. Thus may the good Fortune of the Patriarch 
accompany the Exerciſe of ſuch Patriarchal Virtues. Ard while the 


Piety of ſome ſhall plant, and the Liberality of others water, may Goo 


give The 1 of Happineſs both temporal and eternal t 

It remains that I mention one Circumſtance relating to the Eftabliſh- 
ment of our Colony, and that is, the Seaſonableneſs.ot ſuch a Proviſion 
in theſe Times, when we hear ſuch Complaining in our Streets of many 


unfortunate diſtreſs'd Families: When we hear of ſo many thouſand 


905 5 of theſs my Brethren, ye 


» . 


| i ting In the Srrangers, ſhall be imputed. to our Reward ee, 
ch 


Proteflants driven out of their Country by the Perſecution of their 
Popifh Governors; in the literal Senſe Pilgrims and Strangers in the 
World; and in this Reſpe& reſembling the Circumſtances of the 
wandring Patriarch, who is ſaid to have been driven out from Ur of the 
Chaldees for not conforming to the Iadblatry of his ſuperſtitious Country- 
men, the Chaldeans. Such Circumſtances of Diſtreſs plead not only 


for private Compaſſion but national Relief. Acts ot Humanity and 


Charity to our perſecuted Brethren will beſt expreſs the Sincerity of 
our Zeal for the reform'd Religion. Without ſuch Expreſſions, what 
avails our boaſted Affection for the Protefiant Iutereſt, for the Prote- 


fam 1 ? What are all our ſpecious Profeſſoas but abus d 
noiſy Wor 


s, and upbraiding Denominations ? But if there be any Sin- 
cerity in our Profeſſions, let the Effects of it redound to the Succour 
and Support of Perſons groaning under the Oppreſſion of - our com- 
mon Adrerlary. Let us rather remember, that we are Ghri/tians-; and 
that in the great Day of Retribution; when all. perſonal Diſtinctions. 
and Relations ceaſe, our Acts of Charity will be particularly enquir'd. 
into, and our good Works ſhall then follow us; ( 4/oathing tbe Nate, 
4e feeding the Hungry, viſiting the Sick, nelieving ube Priſoners, amd ta- 


<« faith the righteous Jud 5 inaſmu 


=y 


4s ye. have done it unto the left 

ave done it unto me” 
An Opportunity is now offer d of Conferring at once a douhle Be- 
nefit 4 Benbfit both: find, ant Be both. to.thaibaon Suſerers, 
whoſe Neceſſities we relciys,:and to the Cmmumitx. which will reap 


: 


the Benefit of an encreafivg induſtrious Pegpley/, Weft once-brhold 

- Niabcrs of miſerable Men deſtitute of - Hahitatiopg and 
Country deſtitute of Inhabitants. May this eritical 
Sas. ene eee tene 


An unculti- 
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of Circumſtances be.improv'd to the common Advantage! On this 
Occaſion, which ſo preſſingly calls for the Exerciſe of our Chriſtian- 
Charity, © let thoſe-who: are rich in this World be ready to give, and 
 E vlad to diſtribute, and by ſuch a proper Application ſancti fy the 
Superfluitics of their Wealth, ( laying up for i bemſelpes a good Foun- 
4 Aation again the time to come And as for thoſe, © who have for/a- 
* ken Houſes,or:Brethren,or 81 or Father, ar Mother, or Wife,or Children 
or Lands for the ſake of Chrift, and his pure Religion, — way they ou 
% Earth receive an hundred fold, and finally inherit eternal Llſe! 
In the laſt Place, I beg Leave to bring again into View that di- 
ftinguiſh'd Part of the Patriarch's Character, which in the Words of 
my Text is ſet forth for our Direction and Encouragement, viz. his 
Zeal to promote the Knowledge and Practice of true Religion. May 
that Principle, which was ever uppermoſt in his Thoughts regulate our 
Proceedings, and the Proſpect of the Reward animate our Endeavours t 
He “ commanded his Children and Houſbold after him to keep the Way 
« of the LORD; to do Fuſtice and Fudgment,” His Care was ap- 
prov'd and rewarded by G op, and ſtands recorded for our Admoni- 
tion, applicable to every Houſholder, to every Community, and to 
all who are any ways entruſted with the Care of other Men's Actions: 
It is a Work moſt acceptable to Go p and beneficial to Man; and 
furely the preſent Degeneracy of Mankind calls for a more vigorous 
Interpoſition of Authority in this Point. R | 
And ſince no Sort of Knowledge is now fupernaturally infus'd but 
gradually acquir'd, How ſhall the Senſe of Religion be preſery'd but 
y the ordinary Means of Inſtrufiov and Education? While we conti- 
der Religion as an extenſive Syſtem of Duties and DoArines, ſome of 
which are of an abſtracted Nature, and remov'd from common Appre- 
henſions, in this View ſome Inſtruction wou'd ſeem deſirable and ne- 
ceſſary to Mankind even in a State of Innocency. But if Man be con- 
_  fider'd in his preſent corrupt State, as darkned in his Underſtanding, 
and perxerſe in his Will, we ſhall find the Neceſſity of Diſcipline as 
well as Information. He is born with a Propenſion to Evil, —under the 
Influence of fenſual Appetites, —and vicious Habits, — govern'd by Pre- 
judices, or loſt in Attention and Stupidity. How ſhould a. Creature, 
thus ignorant and corrupt, attain any competent Degree of Religious 
Knowledge, but by the ſame Methods, which are requiſite to acquire | 
all Sorts of Knowledge, vis. by Inſtruction and Education? The 
aſe ſeems very plain: If the common Workings of Men's private Rea- 
ſon are not ſufficient for this Purpoſe, there is a Neceſſity of ſome ex, 
ternal Aſſiſtance, to direct them in the Knowledge, and preſerve them 
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in che Practice of Religious Truths: Without ſuch an Initerpoſition 
the la State of the natural Man will he worſe thap the firfl. 
To dur Reaſonings on this Point let us in the next Place take in an 
Hiſtory of Facts, and we ſhall find our Aſſertion confirm'd by the Ex- 
perienge of every Age, both before and after the Flood, when An be. 
gan to multiply on the Earib, and the Weit Colonies ſeparated them- 
ſelves from their common F ather : Tis obſervable, that as they now 
ſubſiſted in a State of Independency, and were no longer under the 
immediate Influence of their Teachers, they ſoon forgot the Worſhip 
of the true Go. The Impreſſion of Religious Sentiments, which 
ſhou'd have been continually refreſh'd by the Care of their Monitors, 
vVvoere gradually worn out and effac'd, and a more notorious Degeneracy 
of Manners appear'd in ſucceeding Generations. Thus the natural 
Workings and 'Imaginations of © Men's Hearts were only evil conti- 
© nually.? ——Tt were to be wiſh'd,that the ſame Obſervation had not 
been juſtified by the State of ſeveral of our Colonies. It is well known, 
that pay os the firſt Planters carry*d over a very ſlender Stock of Re- 
igious Notions, and as little Zeal to propagate them: And becauſe 
there was no publick Proviſion made Abr their Inſtruction, their Chil- 
dren fank into x more profound Ignorance. The Talent, which was 
thus bury'd and unimprov'd, by Degrees was quite loſt; and theſe 
unhappy Men ſeem'd in a literal Senſe to Jive without Hope, without 
« Gop in the World,” being deſtitute of the Adminiſtraticn,of his Word 
and Sacraments, and .abandon'd to Atheiſm and Infidelity, In theſe 
Circumſtances, when Neceſſity might quicken Apprehenſion, Was their 
Reaſon able to make freſh Diſcoveries, or trace out the Lines of Duty 
No: So far was it from making any Advance in this Point, 
that it's moſt laudable Effort has been the Acknowledgment of it's In- 
ſufficiency, and the Deſire of ſome Aſſiſtance. Thus Arguments, drawn 
both from the Reaſon of Things and Hiſtory of Facts, concur to prove 


the Neceſſity of Religious Inſtruction and Education. 
Let us preſs home to our ſelves theſe Confiderations, —Conſidera- 
tions of the higheſt Importance; and peculiarly applicable to Perſons 
engaged in Eſtabliſhing: a Colony. We are now {ending forth into a 
diſtant and uncultivated Country a Number of Perſons, that 1 
a litexal Senſe to begin the World again. Let us not be Inſtruments 0 
Propagating Sin and Miſery ; but While we charitably relieve the 


g Leceſſities of our Brethren, let us have 4 particular Regard 
1 itual Welfare, and by well: regulated Proviſions ſecute the 
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As to any particular Methods of Inſtruction, theſe muſt of Courſg . | 
be varied in their Application to particular Perſons; theſe muſt be%. 


accommodated to different Circumſtances of Time, Place, Age, Ca- 
pacity, and Genius of the Parties to be inſtructed; and accordingl 
much muſt be left to the Diſcretion of the Teacher, But with Re- 
gard to the Converſion of Negroes, and ſavage Nations, thus much 
we may in general venture to aſſert, that, according to the ordinary 
Courſe of Thiogs, they ſhould firſt be civiliz'd in order to become. 
Cbriſtiaus Principles of Chriſtianity muſt be built upon Civility of 
Manners, Savage Minds muſt be firſt cultivated and improv'd by 
uſeful Arts and Sciences; and thus by Degrees render'd ſuſceptible 
of thoſe Impreſſions, which are the Foundation of Religious Rnow- 
ledge. This Obſervation comes recommended to us, as being the 
1 of a Perſon, whoſe Name ſhou'd be ever mention'd with 
onour in this Aſſembly, who was moſt converſant in ſuch Pro- 
ceedings, and from his R fully underſtood, what others 
imperfectly conceiv'd in Theory, the venerable Dr. Thomas Bray : A. 
Perſon not indeed diſtinguiſh'd by an uncommon Meaſure of human 
Advantages, not dignified by Preferments, nor celebrated in Hiftory,— 
his Praiſe was not of this World, = but he labour d more abundantly: 
then they all in Works of Piety and Charity, and the Grace of GOD, 
that was beftow'd on him, was not in vain. His Piety cou'd perſuãde, 
where the Eloquence of the Preacher fail'd, his unwearied Apoſtolical 
| Zeal was ſuperior to the Policy of the Wiſe, and Power of the Great. 
Many of our Colonies enjoy the beneficial Effects of his pious La- 
bours : His Memory ſhou'd be ever reverenced in the Religious So- 
cieties of this Place of whatever Denomination, of which he was ei - 
ther a Founder or principal Improver. He being dead yet ſpeaketh, 
and by his Example teaches us, how far Go p's ſpecial Blefling will 
ive Succeſs to the Efforts of a ſincere Chriſtian 'Zeal. - He was in 
ruth a Follower of the good Patriarch, a Propagator and Promoter. 
of true Religion and Virtue. To conclude, let theſe Examples influ- 
ence our Practice, and engage us acccording to our ſeveral Capacities 
and Stations, to command our Children and Houſbolds, and all that are 
any Ways under our Authority, to keep the Way of the LO RD, to do 
uftice and Judgment So ſhall we be truly the Children of Abraham ; 
our extenſive Piety will become a publick Bleſſing, and the Virtues of 
our Poſterity ſhall be imputed to us for Righreouſoeſt. 


FINIS. 
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